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Tue YO-SEMITE Valley, is a pass through the Sierrs ‘Jevaca range, and lies on the easterly 
border of the county of Mariposa, California, 250 miles from San & isco. The name, so unique and 


euphonious, properly rendered Yo-Sem-i-te, is Indian for Grisly Sear, and was probably the name of 


some noted chief who reigned over the Indians of *this their favorite retreat. 


The Valley is 10 miles long, and varies in width from three que ers of a mile to a mile and a half. 
The walls on either side are from 2,000 to nearly 5,000 feet hig!) 1 are for the most part, nearly per- 
pendicular. Over these the mountain streams make ‘their way uagnificent cataracts. The loftiest of 
the water falls, called the Yo-Semite, a portion of which is secn (r. Bierstadt’s Picture, is divided 
into three parts. At the first leap, it clears 1,497 feet, then dow ‘ries of steep stairways 402 feet, 
and then makes a jump to the meadows 518 feet more, — in all, (2,400 feet. 

All accounts given by travellers, are in harmony in thei’ statements respecting the magnificence 
of the rock scenery about the Valley. “The loftiest walls sipport all sorts of crowning figures and 
ornaments. Cones are set upon them ; domes swell from them turrets and towers overhang them ; 
aiguilles and spires shoot above them; and the raggedest spliuicrs, a thousand feet in height, start 
up from them and drop a few hundred tons of granite every wititer to adorn the base of the rampart 

‘ with picturesque ruin.” GP ene 


In Mr. Bierstadt’s great Picture, the spectator is suppo ' 
the Yo-Semite Fall, and to be looking eastward, up the Valley The grand mountain shape b 
is the North Dome, called by the Indians To-coy-ar, 3,700 feet high. 


the Valley, under the shadows of the Dome, are pictured in bold re 


™,967 feet high. 


opposite side, more remote, is the ‘‘South Dome,”. or as the Indihns wl it, Tis-sa-ach 
| 


‘ om . «ough th i 
Beyond and above all, rise the snow caps of the Sierras, mingling with the clouds = e fertile 


; { | -untain falls. g 
valley, flows the Merced river, gathering to itself the scattered wafers of th- ae poueattS 
«8, and shadowed here and there 


bank of the stream are luxurious meadows, rich with shrubbery anc 


with marvellous groves of pine and oak. | 


_ |lasmn of that lover of nature, T. 
Looking on this Picture, we can well understand the enti a ae 


} f the Andes, and in no cajfio 
' King, when he wrote: ‘‘No where among the Alps, in no pass Rees: 


; {for o9¢, believed what travellers from 
mighty Oregon range, is there such stupendous rock scenery.” * | 


2 : old Vs, while the music of the highest 
Europe, from Sinai, from the wildest passe- . une Peruvian Andes, 4 5 
crf 8 as those among which we. had 
cataracts was in our ears,—that no where had they seen such » § 


passed these glorious days.” 


| 
; : for the 
The Picture by Bierstadt, “THE DOMES OF THE YO-SEMITE.’} as »>inted to order, and Ss et 
first time exhibited in this City, can remain but a short time, at | 


WILLIAMS & EVERE/ 1’S, 


‘ashington Street, Boston. 


234 


MeEmMoRANDA. 


CATALOGUED BV........ 


ADDED.. 


° 
a 
a 
S 
e 
Nn 
op) 
ea) 
O 
Ss) 
x 


ge Lae a 


